Superior mesenteric artery embolism: treatment with intraarterial urokinase.
Four patients with a superior mesenteric artery (SMA) embolism were successfully treated with intraarterial urokinase. Angiography showed partial SMA occlusion by intraluminal thrombus in two cases and almost total occlusion in two cases. Laparotomy was performed in the latter two cases, one of which required resection of infarcted bowel. Several additional reports of partially occluding SMA emboli treated successfully with streptokinase were found in the literature. The use of intraarterial thrombolytic drugs is an important addition to the treatment of mesenteric embolism that, in some cases, can eliminate or simplify surgical management.